
  Justice For All  (or, “God made a way!”) 
 

Man’s predicament is  not  a good one. The Bib le says, “There is  

none r ighteous, no not one” (Rom 3:10)
 
and “All have s inned and 

come short of the g lory of God” (Rom 3:23 )  Sin is  l ike snowf lakes 

-  jus t  one seems ins ignif icant,  but  keep adding to i t  and soon you 
can stop al l  t raf f ic  on a major  h ighway.   ‘Payday’  is  coming but  
nobody is  going to want  to cash their  ‘check ’ ( Rom 6:23 )  Man 
needs a mirac le and that mirac le is in a man -  Chr is t  Jesus.  
[<<Teacher:  Have a student  read Rom 6:23.   Tell  c lass that  both of  

these  passages  in Romans should be memorized.   Discuss the  fact  that  God’s  wrath and 

eternal ‘death’  ( separation from God)  i s  not  so mething God does ‘to  us’  but  so mething we 

‘earn’ for ourse lves.   Many of  the  unsaved think it  i s  an act  of  cruel ty on God’s part ,  but  

actually  we leave  Him ‘no choice’ .   It  i s  by our  act ions,  not  those of  a  loving God! >>]  

 
Once broken,  God’s  Law needs to be avenged.  [<< Read this to  your  

class:  “There i s  a  po int  to  be  made here.  Some people  may argue,  ‘I  only 

broke one law,  not  a l l  of  them.. .what  I  did  wasn’t  real ly  that  bad !’   But if  

you break a law then you are a  ‘ lawbreaker ’ .  A cup with a broken handle 

may st i l l  ho ld coffee but that  doesn’t  change the fact  that  it  i s  a  broken 

cup .   Ja mes 2:10 says,  “For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one 

point, he is guilty of all.”  >>] 

So, God’s  Law needs to be avenged.   I f  not,  then God himself  wi l l  be gui l t y of  v iolat ing His  
own r ighteousness.   A judge, no mat ter  how compass ionate he wants  to be,  cannot  just  
dismiss a cr iminal ’s cr ime wi thout  doing an injust ice to the laws he is sworn to keep.  
[<<Discuss  the fact  that  the ent ire universe  continues to  function in a  kind of  ’ba lance’  

because of  the laws that  God placed into it .   The laws that  God gave  to  man were an extension 

of  His own character.   To break them Himself  would be against  God’s own nature .  >>]  

Even our own conscience has a sense of  ‘ just ice ’.  This  is  why a concept  of  r ight  and wrong 
is  universal ,  found in every culture of  the wor ld!   W e always want  the ‘bad guy’  to  get  
caught  in  the end,  don’t  we? [<< Read fol lowing to class:  “This issue,  that  a  ‘conscience’  i s  

universa l ,  i s  one of  the proofs that  man is a  spir itua l  being,  created in the image (moral  

nature)  of  God.  Ro mans 2:15,16 says,  “ Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they 

know his law when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it.  They demonstrate that God’s law is written 

in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.” (New 

Liv ing  Tra ns la t io n )  Everyone should know God and what God expects  fro m them.  Problem is,  

they either  don’t  care  or have been fol lowing  wrong teaching  for too long .   Ro mans chapter 1  

gives us the  history of  man’s ‘ turning away’ from the  truth.  {Read v.  20 & 28}]   

 
Ask any skept ic  who chal lenges your  fa i th,  ”Do you real ly th ink  that  you and Hit ler  should 
spend etern ity in  the same place rather  than one of  you in heaven,  the other in  hel l? ” Just  
remind them of  the horr ib le at roc i t ies of  that man (or of  any mass murderer,  rapists , ch i ld  
abuser,  etc .)  then ask, “Should your fate in the next  l i fe be the same as theirs?”   They 
can’ t  br ing themselves to bel ieve that because their  sp ir i t  knows the truth, even i f  their  
mind [because of  modern cul ture ’s  inf luence] tr ies to deny i t .   And what  about reward for  
people l ike Mother  Theresa,  who sacr i f iced so much to help the impover ished of  India?  
Should she get noth ing more than any common cr iminal?  Just ice, and consequent  
‘ judgment ’ ,  are very much a par t of  our nature.  [ Study Romans 2:11 -16 about conscience!!]  

[>> These verses were already covered in the  teacher’s notes above.   Mention,  however,  that  

the  most  ‘natural’  thing  ( in keeping  with our  spir itua l  ’nature’)  i s  to  be lieve in  the  

funda mentals of  the Christ ian message.  Al l  other world rel igions or new age views actually  

run contrary to the logic (or reason) of  own spir it .  That there i s  a  ‘right ’  and ‘wrong’,  and 

that  ‘ just ice’  must  be had,  are foundat ional to  our spiritual  make -up.  >>]  
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Helpful Hint:    Share one or both of the two stories above from Luke 15, using yourself as the ’lost’ character. 

Yes. . . the only Answer ,  jus t as he said of  h imself ,  “ I  am the 
way, the truth, and the l i fe.  No man cometh unto the 
Father  but by  me.”  (John 14:6 )   [<< Teacher:   stress to  

your students that  these are Jesus’  own words,  and that  they  

clear ly show that  He taught there i s  no  sa lvation in any 

other  (person or rel igion) .   The fo llowing  are  the four 

principle  ‘acco mplishments of  the cross ’  ( the reasons that  

Jesus wi l l ing ly  gave  Himself  for  us  at  Calvary.)  It  i s  

important that  your  students understand that  there was a purpose  to  our Lord’s death and  

that  it  was a ll  a  part  of  God’s plan (even fro m the “foundation of  the  world.”  -Rev  13:8)  >>]  

 

Only through His  perfect  l i fe  could Jesus be for us  the perfect  sacr i f ice :  tak ing our  p lace in 
punishment  [subst itut ion -  Isa iah 53:4-6]   [<<Teacher:   If  t ime al lows,  read these verses to  

class ,  s lowly,  with emphasis on the key points.   This i s  a  powerful depict ion of  our Lord 

stepping into our  place ,  suffering on our behalf ! >>]  

 

paying for  our  s ins  in  order  to ‘buy us back ’  [ redemption  -  Gal  4:4,5]  [<< Read this passage.  

Stress that  we f irst  be longed to God through creat ion,  but  because of  sin we became ‘so ld into  

slavery’ .  Now God ‘purchases’  our freedo m with the blood of  Jesus!! >>]  
 

sat isf ying the requirements of  the Law [propit iat ion  -  1John 2:2 & 4:10] [<< Read these  

verses f irst .   Now read this to  the c lass,  “The issue of  propit iat ion i s  a  technical  one.   This  i s  

essentia lly  a  ‘ lega l’  term that  would apply in  a  court  of  law.  God would be  ‘unjust’  i f  He was 

‘ indifferent’  to  s in.   Remember what  we said earlier in the  lesson about how a  ‘co mpassionate 

judge cannot just  dismiss  s in’?  So mething  has to  be done to meet  the requirements of  the  

Law.  The Holmes Il lustrated Bible Dict ionary says that ,  “ Propitiation is the only way God can offer 

mercy and forgiveness to sinners and, at the same time, be just.”  Now, read Romans 3:23-26 >>] 
  
and thereby break ing down the wal l  that separates us f rom God [ reconcil iat ion -  2Cor  
5:18,19]  [<< Read these verses.   Tell  students  that  a  key principle  of  Christ ian re lat ionship i s  

demonstrated in this  passage.   God was the one  offended (we were  the  offenders)  yet  He is  the  

one who ‘reached out’  to  us.   And now gives us  the responsibi l ity  of  do ing the sa me to  an 

‘offensive’  world.  >>]    Thus,  wi th the penalty paid , we can be set f ree ! !     

 

I f  the whole th ing seems l ike a neat l i t t le  g if t  package.. .wel l . . . i t  is  a ‘g if t ’ ,  but 
there was nothing ‘neat ’  about  i t :  “Despised and re jected.. .a man of  sorrows and 
acquainted wi th gr ief…as a lamb to the s laughter ” ( Isa iah 53:3,7)  Yet Jesus d id i t  
“ . . . for  the joy  that was set before h im…” (Heb 12:2)  W hat was that joy?  I t  was 
seeing the day when you,  me, and al l  those we help to br ing to h im are 
t ransformed by h is grace,  made “new creatures in Chr is t”  ( 2 Cor 5:17 ) ,  old th ings 

passed away,  al l  th ings made  new! !  [<<Read this:  “Here it says that to be “in Christ” we 

become literally a “new work of His creation” - like a piece of art that the ‘artist’ continues to improve upon!” >>]   
 
[<< If  c lass t ime is  l imi ted,  cover  this sect ion without try ing to read the verses>>]  

The best  i l lustrat ion of  Jesus ’  joy is  when the good shepherd found h is  los t  sheep (Luke 
15:3-7) and  when the father had h is prodical son come home (Luke 15:11-32).   
The Apost le Peter says that  we, too,  were l ike sheep gone astray but now  are 
healed by h is  st r ipes and have returned to the “Shepherd” of  our “souls”  (1Peter 
2:24-25)   So,  now “wi th joy” we can “draw water  ou t  o f  t he  we l ls  o f  
salvat ion“  ( Isa iah 12:3)   That is  the invi tat ion that  Jesus g ives to al l  when He 
says,  “ I f  any man th irst ,  le t  h im come unto me…” (John 7:37,38)  and a lso,  
“Come unto me al l  ye that labor  and are heavy laden, and I  wi l l  g ive you 
rest . . . learn of  me.. .and ye shal l  f ind rest  for  your souls. ”  (Mat 11:28-30)   
 
[<< In closing,  remind students  to  re -study  this  lesson,  reading  careful ly  a l l  scr iptures to  get  

the ful l  benef it  of  God’s Word.   Ment ion the ‘Helpful Hint ’  below and suggest  that  they think 

it  through as ‘ho mework’.   If  t ime a llows,  try to  do one in  class.  >>]  


