
Saving Faith  

      
Contrary to what some people th ink , having fa ith is  a very ’normal ’  
th ing.  We al l  use i t  everyday.  L ike when you came in for  th is  session.   
I ’m sure you jus t sat  down on your chair  wi thout  f i rs t  inspect ing i t  to  
see i f  someone had removed i ts  screws or  sawed i ts  legs.   And i f  you 
brought a beverage wi th you i t ’s  not l ikely that  you f irst  had a chemist 
tes t i t  for  ’ fore ign substances’ .   Nei ther d id you look under the hood 
of  your car to see i f  the motor was st i l l  there before turn ing the key 
and dr iv ing away.  Faith, p lacing our  trust  in something or  someone, is  

a mat ter  of  l i fe .   Everybody uses i t  whether  they th ink  about  i t  or  not .  
 
But remember: fai th is  only as val id as the object in  which i t  is  p laced!   

I  may bel ieve wi th a l l  my heart  that  I  can f lap my arms and f ly,  but  I  wi l l  
f ind out  quick ly enough that my fa ith is  in  the ‘wrong th ing’ as  soon as I  step of f  a ta l l  

bui ld ing.  However ,  i t ’s  not the ‘ fa l l ’  but  the ‘ landing’ that hurts! !  Many people fo l low fa lse 
bel iefs (and are happy for now) but one day there wi l l  be a ‘ landing’ !   [ Pro 14:12 and 16:25 ]  
 
The greatest  s tatement  of  the role of  fa i th in  salvat ion is  in  Ephesians 2:8,9 .  I t  is  God’s  
grace and God’s g if t ,  but He does i t  for  us because we are wi l l ing to trus t  Him!   Titus 3:5 
says that i t  is  “not  by  works of r ighteousness.. .but  by h is mercy”  that he saves us!   
  
 
 

“Well? Why won’t works work??”   Most people ask that  quest ion 

and the answer  is  s imple:  no mat ter  how hard you try you can never be 
good enough! !  Sorry,  I  know you’re probably tr ying real hard, but “d ig”  

a l l  you want ,  a chest of  gold is  not under  a l l  that “d ir t” .   Why cal l  i t  
d ir t?  Because the Bib le te l ls  us  that  (compared to God) “a l l  our  
r ighteousness is  as f i l thy  rags”  ( Isa 64:6 )  I t  goes l ike th is :  God is 
watching not jus t our ‘act ’  but our ‘att i tude’.   Jesus, in the Sermon 
on the Mount , gave several  examples inc luding the a lmsgivers  who 
only gave to be “seen of men ”  (Mat  6:1-5) to which He expla ins 

“ they have their  rewards ”  Some of  the most char i table g iv ing around 
has at i ts  roots some self ish mot ive (such as popular i ty -  cons ider  the warning in Mat  7:20-
23! ]  Another problem: even i f  you’re doing pret ty good keeping most of  the commandments ,  
i t  says in James 2:10,11 that  i f  you break one, a l l  is  broken !   [A cup wi th a broken handle 
may st i l l  ho ld cof fee but  that doesn' t  change the fact  that  i t  is  st i l l  a 'broken cup' ]  
 

“Ok, so...I believe...is that it?”   Wel l ,  I  would f irs t  ask, “Bel ieve what?”   Remember ,  

bel ieving that God exists is not what we are talking about [“ the devi ls  a lso bel ieve and 

tremble ”  James 2:19,20]   I t  does not take fa i th to know  God ex ists  [Psa 19:1-3 ;  Rom 1:16-
23] Even Jesus,  h is l i fe and death, are a matter of  h is tor ica l record wi th overwhelming 
evidence.   W hat requires “ fa ith”  is  trust ing that  in the end He wi l l  accept  us ,  not for  our  own 
r ighteousness, but  for  the r ighteousness of  Chr ist  in  whose hands we have p laced our l ives.  

 

 •  Phil 3:9            “not mine own righteousness...but...of God by faith”   (see also v.7,8,10) 
 •  Rom 10:9,10    Why? Because “Christ is the end of the law...to every one that believeth” v.4) 
 •  I John 1:9        Consider v.6-10, how we must be honest with ourselves in order to ‘confess our sins’ 
  but then afterwards how the Lord will ‘continue to cleanse’ us if we ‘continue’ walking in His light. 
 

The best s tatement  of  true saving fa i th, of  one who has put h imself  wholly upon the ‘mercy 
seat ’  of  God,  rest ing in h is ‘b lessed assurance’ ,  is  by Paul  in  2Tim 1:12: “I know in whom I 
believe...” [Not religion – but relationship]  “and am persuaded” [My mind is made up – ‘I am committed’]  “that he is 
able” [Heb 11:6 “...must first believe that He is...(God Almighty”] “to keep that which I have committed unto 
him”  [Heb 7:25 “...to the uttermost...”]  Having “saving fa ith”  is  not just  that you bel ieve in God, but 
that  you know God bel ieves  in  you, that  He wants  you, loves you, and p lans to keep you.  

 

“Grace is getting that which we don’t deserve  -  Mercy is not getting what we do deserve” 
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