
 Where To Start - When To Stop 
 
Somet imes soul -winning is  l ike look ing for  that  one los t  sheep;  
somet imes l ike cast ing a net  whi le  f ish ing for  men ( „catch what  you  
can‟ )  W hatever you  do,  do so because of  the  Lord ‟s  love  and because  
of  the Lord ‟s  leading.   Don‟ t  force the s i tuat ion.  Trying to  “p lant  seed”  
in  ground not  “proper ly p repared”  is  poor  farming!  Timing is  
important ! !  And never forget  tha t  shar ing  one ‟s  fa i th  should be a  
natura l  exper ience,  inc lud ing how we present  ourse lves  and how we 
present  our  message.   So be yourse l f  (no t  your  favor i te  preacher! ! )  

 

Know Before You Sow  ( test the “soil” )  
 

The Parable of  the Sower (Mat  13:3 -23)  te l ls  us what  happens when good seed fa l ls  on bad ground.   
For  our  appl icat ion,  le t ‟ s  jus t  say we‟ re  ta lk ing about  someone you want  to  share Jesus wi th  bu t  that  
they have  “al ready heard a l l  th is  be fore . ”   Maybe they d id  [maybe they d id  not ]  -  but  that  jus t  means 
you have to  s tar t  where  they a re!   Cons ider  the three condi t ions Jesus descr ibes in  th is  parable:  
 

  ●  Seed by the  ways ide  [did not  understand ]  -  Never assume a c lear  message was “de l i vered”  
  ●  Seed upon a  rock   [did not  have t ime to  grow ]  -  Never assume they were “d isc ip led”  
  ●  Seed among the  thorns  [did not  escape the wor ld ]  -  Never  assume they weren‟ t  “deceived”  
 
 

Remember the ru le :  star t  where they are .   Jesus got  one of  His  out  o f  a  t ree,  went  
home wi th  h im,  met  h is  f r iends ,  had d inner  wi th  h im,  and gent l y  led  h im in to a b rand  
new l i fe ! !   Some He met  at  work  a long the shore ,  some col lec t ing taxes,  o thers  jus t  
a long the way -  but  never  d id  Jesus miss an  opportun i ty when i t  presented i tse l f .   
A lways have Chr is t  on your mind and h is  message in  your  mouth! !  [see 1Pe 3:15]  
 

Don’t Get ‘Hooked’ In The Book  
 

Now th is  may seem cont rad ic tory to  Romans10:17  which says,  “Fai th  cometh by hear ing,  and hear ing 
by the word  of  God”  but  you wi l l  need  more  than jus t  a  few of  your  favor i te  memory 

verses to  have a meaningfu l  conversat ion  wi th  someone about  your  fa i th .   Your words 
(your own s tory)  accompanied wi th  a s incere tone of  vo ice,  a  pat ient  manner,  even a 
touch or  hug at  the r igh t  moment ,  can make a l l  the d i f ference [we are  soc ia l  be ings in 
need of  human contac t ]  Don‟ t  jus t  read scr ip tures,  read the i r  faces [do they 
understand,  do they agree,  are you h i t t ing home?]   Let  them ask quest ions,  le t  them 
chal lenge you -  i f  you don‟ t  have  an answer te l l  them so!   W ri te  down the “ tough ”  

ones and say you‟ l l  “get  back to  them”  (you‟ l l  learn  someth ing new and they‟ l l  be t ter  
respect  you .)  Remember,  you‟ re  no t  the „ inves t igat ing of f icer ‟ ,  jus t  a  wi tness  at  the  scene.  By a l l  
means:  avoid the temptat ion to show off  what you know !!  You may win the arguments  but  loose 
the souls .   In  Proverbs i t  says that  a  lo t  o f  words  can mean a lo t  o f  t rouble [ 10:19 ,  18 :13 ,  and 29 :11]  
 
 
 

K. I. S. S.   (“Keep It Salvation, Saints”!!) 
 

Remember the example  that  Jesus gave  us in  h is  conversat ion wi th  Nicodemus.   Stay on  the  centra l  
message:  God sent  h is  Son so that  we may l ive wi th  Him forever !   Apost le  Paul  sa id ,  “ I  determined  
not  to  know any th ing among you,  save Jesus Chr is t ,  and h im cruc i f ied. ”  (1Cor 2:2 )   W hy?  Because 
the “gospel  o f  Chr is t . . . i s  the power  of  God unto sa lvat ion ”  (Rom 1:16 )   And don‟ t  t ry  to  do  the Holy  
Spi r i t ‟s  job fo r  h im.   I t  is  h is  respons ib i l i ty  to  convic t  the wor ld  of  s in  -  no t  yours ! !  (John 16:8 -11)  
 

So...when do you ‘stop’?   (When they hear the „knock‟!! )  
 

Jesus sa id in  Revelat ions 3:20  that  he wi l l  be  at  the door of  the i r  hear t  knock ing.  Show 
them the verse  -  ask them to open the door and invi te  h im in .  You  wi l l  know when 

they‟ve heard  the „knock ‟  because you‟ve been s tudying them, you‟ve been praying 
for  them.  Tel l  them to “be l ieve wi th  the i r  heart ”  and “confess wi th  the i r  mouth”  ( Rom 
10:9 ,10 ) ,  that  a l l  God is  ask ing them to  do  is  to  turn  ( “ repent ”  -  Ac 3:19)  f rom the i r  
o ld  l i fe  and accept  His  new one ( 2 Cor 5 :17 )   Just  fee l ing bad about  the i r  s ins  is  not  
enough,  they must  forsake them (2  Cor 7:10)   Te l l  them to  jus t  be  s incere and  that  

the Lord promised that ,  i f  they “seek”  Him wi th  “a l l  the i r  hear t ” ,  He wi l l  be  “ found” (Jer  29:12 ,13)  
 

Pray, pray, or pray!  Pray wi th  them i f  they are ready. A great „sinners prayer ‟  is  Psa 51:1-4 ,  

10-12 ( I ‟ ve read  i t  to  hundreds over  the years . )   I f  they say they‟ re  not  “ ready yet ”  ask them i f  you can 
s t i l l  pray for  them [and  make i t  a  good  one! ! ]   I f  they jus t  walk  away -  pray anyway ( loud bu t  loving ly! )  
Encourage new bel ievers  wi th  1John 1: 7   &  3 :1 -3 ;  James 1:12 ;  Psalms 23  . . .and keep  in  touch! !  
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People have heard enough preaching.  This time give them something they will believe ... your story! 


