
 Excuses That Last A Lifetime*  

       (* They‟re only good until this life is over, then comes judgment day!) 

 

Jesus has heard them a l l :  good sounding ones and some pret ty lame 
ones,  too ( l ike these  three guys  f rom Luke 14:16 -24. . .see a lso  Luke  

9:57-62)  Most  people a re “ r igh t ”  in  the i r  own eyes but  God knows a l l  
hear ts ,  mot i ves,  and secrets .  That ‟s  why excuses wi l l  not  work  when th is  l i fe  is  
over! !  Truth  is ,  many people jus t  love  darkness  rather  than l ight  [ read John 3:14 -
21]   But  not  everyone! !   There are those who are rea l ly seek ing answers.  You  
need to  assume the best  about  everyone and  the object ions they may ra ise  
(because,  un l ike  Jesus,  you don‟ t  know what ‟s  in  every heart  -  John 2 :25) .  I ‟ ve   
d iv ided  many of  the  common arguments  (or  “excuses”)  that  people  ra ise  in to  four    
groups -  some are  s incere,  some are not .   

 

Excuses of Denial:  A lmost always insincere ,  usual ly just “ intel lectual  muscle - f lexing” in tended 

to  throw you a “curve bal l ”  or  to  f rust ra te you ( the k ind of  f r i vo lous th ings that  Paul  warned Timothy 
and Ti tus about  -  1Tim 1 :4 & 6:4 -5 ;  2Tim 2:23 & Ti tus 3 :8)  .  
 

  “How do we know we even exist?”   A phi losopher once sa id,  “ I  th ink  –  there fore I  am.”   Poke     

them wi th  your  f inger  and ask,  “Did you fee l  that? I  d id ,  too!  That  answers that  quest ion! ! ”  
 

●  “How do you know God ex ists?”   How do  they know He doesn‟ t?   For  someone to  say that  they 
„know‟  God doesn‟ t  exis t  they would have to  be a „god‟  themselves,  knowing a l l  that  could  be 
known in  the whole un iverse.   Remember  Psa 19:1 -3 & Rom 1:20.   One has to  work  hard  not  to  
bel ieve God is  there.  Most  fo lks  are rea l l y saying,  “ I f  He‟s  out  there ,  He doesn‟ t  care (espec ia l ly  
not  about  me.) ”   A  common compla in t  is ,  “ I f  there  is  a  God then why does he le t  so many ch i ldren  
suf fer  in  th is  wor ld?”   One rep ly is  to  ask them,  “ I f  you were God what  would you do about  i t? ”   
The only so lut ion to  end ing a l l  suf fer ing,  a l l  c r ime,  a l l  bad behavior  and i ts  consequences,  is  to  
take away a l l  „cho ice ‟ .   I t  was r isky to  g ive mankind a f ree wi l l .   W e b lew i t . . .not  God! !  

  

  “All  re l igion is  just  an opiate of  the masses”   [a  quote by Kar l  Marx,  fa ther  o f  communism]  

 The New Age idea is  that  people make up a re l ig ion to  su i t  thei r  fancy,  to  sat is fy the i r  
superst i t ions or  to  remedy the i r  needs.   I f  so,  wouldn‟ t  Chr is t ian i ty  have  been more appeal ing i f  i t  
le t  everybody do anyth ing they wanted to?  Rather  than te l l  me what ‟s  wrong wi th  me,  why  
doesn‟ t  the Bib le  jus t  te l l  me that  everyth ing is  r ight  about  me,  and that  everybody gets  to  have a  
happy l i fe  hereaf te r?  Chr is t ian i ty is  un ique among a l l  the wor ld ‟s  re l ig ions in  that  i t  a lone 
def ines man‟s  problem perfect ly  and  del ivers  the per fect  so lu t ion for  i t  –  the  cross of  Jesus  
Chr is t .   Our fa i th  is  more than re l ig ion. . . i t  is  a  re la t ionship  wi th  the Almighty ( the d i f ference  
between being jus t  „ne ighbors ‟  and being God‟s  „ fami ly ‟ . )   I t  sat is f ies  us because i t  f i l l s  the God -
s ized vo id in  us.   W e feel  „good‟  because Jesus makes us „good‟ .  

 

Excuses of Delusion:   Somet imes s incere,  but  many t imes not .  Pat ient ly work through them!  

 

  “All  re l ig ions lead to the same place.”   Such a person obvious ly doesn‟ t  know much about      

major  re l ig ions such as Hinduism wi th  i ts  thousands of  Gods and Animism where even rocks and 
other  inanimate objects  have sp i r i ts .   Some „ t ru th ‟  can be found in  a l l  wor ld  re l ig ions (af te r  a l l ,  
we do have  a common ancestry in  Adam.)   I t  is  not  whatever  „ t ru th ‟  o ther  re l ig ions may have  but  
the i r  conc lus ions about  that  t ru th tha t  is  wrong .   Jesus sa id,  “ I  am the way,  the t ru th ,  and the  
l i fe . . . ”  (Jn14:6 )       { i l lus t ra t ion:  Bl ind men and the e lephant}  

 

  “It  doesn’t  matter what you bel ieve  as long as you are  sincere”  What that  rea l l y  means is ,     

„There is  no god so jus t  make up anyth ing you want ‟ .  Remember:  we s tud ied that  fa i th  i s                 
on ly as va l id  as the object  in  which i t  is  p laced? Bel ieving  someth ing doesn‟ t  make i t  t rue!  

 

●     “There are no absolutes” -or -  “That ’s your  truth,  I  have mine ”    (very s imi lar  to  above)  
      Ask,  “W hat  co lor  are my eyes?  I f  I  were  to  ask every  person on the  ear th  the same quest ion wi l l  

they g ive me the same answer? Then that  must  absolute ly  be the co lor  o f  my eyes! ”  
 

●     “I  don’ t  bel ieve in  God,  I  bel ieve in  evolut ion.”   Ask them, “Did  you know that  Darwin  bel ieved  
in  God? That  h is  s tud ies were in tended to  show how God „d id  i t ‟?”   Even most  evolut ion is ts  are  
s t i l l  s tuck needing a  „god‟  (whom they normal ly re fer  to  as  „Mother  Nature ‟  or  „Mother  Ear th ‟ . )  
Ask,  “So you bel ieve tha t  noth ing le f t  a lone long enough wi l l  become someth ing?”  Did you know 
that  the chances of  evolut ion happening,  based on a l l  o f  the genet ic  changes and spontaneous 
mutat ions that  would have been necessary,  is  a t  least  a  t r i l l ion - to -1?  But  the odds that  “ In  the  
beginn ing God created ”  are on ly 2 - to-1 (e i ther  He d id  or  He didn ‟ t )   By the way,  Jesus (who l ived  
two thousand years  ago)  has a “ fami ly t ree”  that  goes s t ra ight  back to  Adam ( the f i rs t  man)  Just  
check out  h is  genealogy in  Mat thew 1  & Luke 3  (proof  the human race is  on ly 6 ,000  years  o ld ! ! )  
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I just got married!! 

I’ve bought land I haven’t seen yet 

I have new oxen 

I need to inspect 

 


