
Excuses of Discouragement    Often s incere,  these people jus t  want  answers to  resolve  a 

conf l ic t  that  makes i t  d i f f icu l t  for  them to take the f i rs t  s tep towards Chr is t ,  which they would  
otherwise  be wi l l ing to  do.  But  then,  these  same excuses  can a lso  become convenien t  „c ru tches ‟  
for  consc iences tha t  never  f ind  „ res t ‟ .   Ask yourse l f ,  “W hat ‟s  rea l ly behind the i r  quest ion. . .what  
are they s incere ly concerned or  a re they jus t  t ry ing to  f ind someth ing to  h ide behind?”  

 

  “But there is  so much hypocrisy in the church.”   There  is  a  d i f fe rence between people who       

are d is i l lus ioned wi th  church and those who are  d is i l lus ioned wi th  God.   What  some people are 
rea l ly „ turned of f ‟  about  is  o ther  Chr is t ians.   God d idn ‟ t  le t  them down,  even i f  some bel ievers  
d id .   Discuss why we worship and s tudy together  [we a re imperfect  people spending our  t ime 
wi th  a per fect  God so he can help our  imperfec t ions. ]  You wouldn‟ t  say that  people who go to  
Alcohol ics  Anonymous a re hypocr i tes  because they a re t ry ing  to  qu i t  d r ink ing and th ink  that  
everyone e lse should  as wel l .   No,  they know bet ter  than most  the rea l  danger of  a lcohol  just 
as we know what  s in  can do to  one‟s  l i fe .   Not  everyone s tays away f rom church for  the wrong  
reason,  jus t  as not  everyone goes to  church fo r  the r ight  one!   St i l l ,  you‟ l l  f ind bet ter  people 
there than in  a s tad ium fu l l  o f  the los t .   Remember:  preach Chr is t  -  not  church!  

 

  “Don’t  Chr ist ians have the same problems as the rest  of  us? ”    W e grow through  our  

d i f f icu l t ies !  James 1:2 -4 says that  t r ia ls  bu i ld  our  pat ience and that  pat ience makes us 
„complete ‟ .   Paul  says in  2  Cor 12:9 ,10 tha t  we a re made s t ronger and understand God‟s  grace  
bet ter  by our  hardships.   The Lord p romises us that  he wi l l  not  le t  us  go  through anyth ing that  
is  too b ig  for  us to  handle and that  He wi l l  be wi th  us a l l  the way – I  Cor 10:13   (a lso Heb 13 :5  
wi th  Mat  28:20 .)   Our  conf idence comes f rom th is  promise:   Rom 8:28  

 

 “I  have so many th ings I  want to do f i rst”    Ask,  “Are any of  those th ings ones for  which you  

would be ashamed some day when you s tand naked before God‟s  judgment  seat?  I f  not ,  then 
why do you th ink He might  not  le t  you do i t  anyway?  And i f  you would be ashamed then why 
do i t  a t  a l l?”    Discuss  James 4:13 -17  & Luke 12:15-21 wi th  them.  The only  assurance you  
have is  r ight  now.  Jesus sa id „Don‟ t  th ink about  tomorrow when you‟ve got  s in  in  your  l i fe  
today‟  (Mat 6 :34 )  Bes ides,  the rest  o f  your  l i fe  wi l l  be much more wonderfu l  wi th  Jesus in  i t !  

 

Excuses of Despair      Near ly a lways s incere,  these quest ions usual ly come af ter  you have 

poured your heart  out ,  p resent ing to  them the unarguable Gospel .   These are a „ las t  resor t ‟  -  the 
one th ing hold ing them back.   Th is  is  where you get  c lose and personal .   Bel ieve they want  what  
you have and that  the  Holy Spi r i t  has a l ready shown them that  He wants  them, too!  Let  the 
scr ip tures speak -  have the person read  the passages for  themselves.  
 

●  “It  would be too di f f icult  for me to l ive  the Chris t ian l i fe”  
Phil  4 :13 ,19    “ I  can do a l l  th ings. . .my God shal l  supply a l l  your  needs. . . ”  
Rom 8:31,32   “ . . .spared not  own son. . .wi th  h im f ree ly g ive your  a l l . . . ”  
Heb 4:15 ,16   “ . . .we have a h igh pr ies t . . .come bold ly to  throne o f  grace. . . ”  
Psa 46:1         “God is  our  re fuge and s t rength . . .he lp in  t rouble. ”  
Heb 7:25         “ . . .Able to  save to  the ut te rmost . . .makes in tercess ion for  them.”  
Jude 24,25      “Now un to h im that  is  ab le to  keep you f rom fa l l ing. . . ”  

 
●  “I  t r ied  once and fai led.   Now God would never want me again.”  

    John 6:37        “Al l  the fa ther  g ives. . . I  wi l l  in  no wise cast  out ”  
          :44        “No man can come to me except  the Father . . .draw h im. . . ”  
 

     Share the  s tory of  Peter ‟s  backs l id ing and recovery (Lk 5:1 -11)  and  how Jesus knew he would 
do i t  again (Lk 22:31 -34) .   But  Pe ter  was now more usefu l  than ever  because he knew be t ter  
than anyone what  the grace of  God could  do.  So ,  Jesus puts  h im back  to  work  (John  21:15-17)  

 
●  “I  have sinned too much and God wouldn’t  want me”  

    2 Pe 3 :9          “No t  wi l l i ng that  any should per ish. . . ”  
    Rom 10:13       “W hosoever shal l  ca l l . . .shal l  be saved. ”  
 

If God didn‟t want them He wouldn‟t „call‟ them.  If someone is concerned that they may have sinned the 
“unpardonable sin” - they haven‟t!  Those who have would never care again.  The fact that the Holy Spirit 
is „convicting‟ them is proof that He hasn‟t given up on them. God is calling - they need to come home!! 
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A final thought:  Often it requires more than one „sharing‟ to persuade most people of the Gospel message. 
They may want time to consider.  They may return with additional questions.  They may just want to study 
you for a while to see if you „live up to‟ your claims.  Don‟t delay!  Get out and „sow‟. It could be that the Holy 
Spirit has already been working and they‟re just waiting on you.  “Trust and Obey -  for there‟s no other way” 


