
Introductory notes for “Making Personal Evangelism Personal 
 

The outlines that follow are a discussion for individual or group study on how to 
share one’s faith in a personal way with those you are closest to, your family and your 
friends.  I am still developing these notes, with plans to expand upon them and to publish 
soon a book by the same name.  You are invited to use them, reproduce them, and share 
them around as long as you include the title page with the accompanying contact 
information. Your input would be appreciated.  Please comment on what you find to be 
helpful and on improvements you would like to see added to the work.   

 
The eight pages of text can normally be covered in four one-hour sessions (two 

pages each.)   However, you may break the pages into smaller units (although pages 3 
and 5 are best done in their entirety in their respective session.)  In many instances a 
single sentence in these lessons will later be expanded into multiple paragraphs of 
discussion when the work is completed.  A good example is in the sub-section called 
“Don’t Get Hooked In The Book”, p.6.  Special care should be taken here so as to avoid 
misunderstanding.  This author is fully committed to the inherent power of God’s word 
and its sole effectiveness in soul winning.  The point being made in this section, however, 
is to avoid the inclination to “preach” your faith rather than to “share” it.  

 
Scripture references that are both in bold print and underlined should be 

committed to memory or, at least, marked in your Bible for quick access to be shown to 
the one you are trying to reach.  Other passages should be familiar and understood well 
enough that you can express their essential message in your own words. 

 
Again, your evaluation and suggestions will be very welcomed.  Please email me, 

using as your subject line “MPEP”  [sailingservant@minister.com]  Lord bless you and 
those who study these pages with you!      David A. Goodrum  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Print the pages that follow.  The cover should be one-sided but you may elect to print the 
others front-and-back (i.e./ page 1 with page 2, page 3 with page 4, and so forth) 

 



 
 
 
 

Making 

 

Personal Evangelism 

 

Personal
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sharing your faith with family and friends 

 

 
By  David A. Goodrum  

(missionary, evangelist, pastor, teacher) 
 
 
 
 

---  contact us - --  
 

Lighthouse Missionary Outreach 
P.O. Box 2744   Surf City, NC   28445 
(910) 200-9065     www.sail ingservant.org 



          Personal Evangelism Is ‘Personal’ 
 
Whenever you read a book or  at tend a seminar on ‘personal 
evangel ism’ you are of ten given a col lect ion of c lever 
quest ions to ask or a set  of  what I  cal l  rapid- f i re proof- text 
scr iptures. And they do sometimes work. But shar ing one’s 
fa i th should be from the heart ,  abounding in generous 
sincer i ty -  i t  is ,  af ter  a l l ,  the most 
important conversat ion you wi l l  ever have 
wi th someone!  They are now where we  
once were.. .and we know the “way out” !   
More than that,  we know the One who is 
the “Way”!  That is  why we should be confident to step out  and speak up!  
 

But isn’t someone’s “soul” too personal to talk about? 
 

I t  is  a personal  matter . . .but  that ’s  why your at t i tude and your 
approach must ref lect  a genuine respect and God-given love 
for  them.  Helping to restore others is  a fu l f i l lment of  the “Law 
Of Chr is t”  (see Gal 6:1,2)  James wrote in h is  book that when 
one converts a s inner he “shal l  save a soul  from 
death ” (5:19,20)  Now, that ’s  very personal!   Honest ly,  i f  I  was 
drowning at sea and someone offered to rescue me I  most 
certa in ly would be thankful  that they got  ‘personal ly ’  involved 
and ‘personal ly ’  helped me out! !   
 

Some bel ievers shy away from shar ing their  fa i th because they fear  they wi l l  be considered 
‘ judgmental ’  [a misunderstanding of  Mat 7:1]  or  they fret  about their  own ‘ imperfect ions’  [but 
Paul  said we are not the message, Jesus is  -  see 2 Cor 4:5]   So what. . .you’re not perfect . . .  
Chris t  is ! !   Don’t  t ry to hide or  disguise your faul ts  [ the best pol icy is  honesty] .  People st i l l  
need to hear what you have to say! Remember what Isaiah wrote,  “ . . . the Lord God hath 
given me the tongue.. . to speak a word in season to him that is  weary.”(50:4)  Your test imony 
about what Jesus did for  you is  the solut ion to most people’s struggles!  Share i t ! !  
 
Just Do Your Job!   When we go for th to “sow” the Gospel  “seed” i t  is  important to 
remember that we are only cal led upon to do our part ;   that  for  which we are prepared to do 
and that  which the Lord has posit ioned us to do.  Do your job -  not  the other guy’s!  

 
1Cor 3:4-9 says “ . . .God gave the increase.. .we are laborers 
together with God”   Jesus declared, “Without me you can do 
nothing”  (Jn 15:5).   The opposi te of  that  is -  ‘wi th me you can 
do everything! ’  (see Phi l  4:13)  I t  is  wi th His Spir i t ,  through 
His Spir i t ,  that  we become His “wi tnesses”.  What we say and 
how we say i t  should be ent i re ly decided by Him. [“ . . . i t  is  not 
you...but the Spirit...which speaketh...” (Mat 10:19,20) and “(the Comforter) 
shall bring to remembrance whatsoever I have said to you.” (John 14:26)    
Depend upon the Holy Spirit - He will give you the words to say!! 
 

In summary,   there is no one set formula for  shar ing your fa i th.  Everyone is  d i f ferent  and so 
are their  needs.  Trying to use a ‘ r ig id’  evangel ism plan (one designed to fo l low a certa in 
‘path’  using certa in scr iptures) assumes that  they wi l l  be wi l l ing to fo l low you to where you 
want to go, rather than where they need to go.  Sometimes you’ve got to go their  way, to 
where they are f i rs t !   A good counselor  is  a good l is tener.    As a wi tness you need to know 
something about the person you are try ing to reach – what they know, what they understand 
– so you can steer the journey from that  point  forward.   Knowing many scr iptures,  and many 
approaches to personal evangel ism, enables you to ‘custom f i t ’  what you share wi th them.  
Most of  a l l ,  being sensi t ive to them and fu l ly  y ie lded to the Holy Spir i t  is  the only way to 
ensure their  heart  wi l l  be touched, their  eyes opened, and (Lord wi l l ing)  their  l i fe changed! 

 Here, let me show you the 
‘Roman Road’... 

 When you die and stand at 
heaven’s gate and Peter asks, 
‘Why should I let you in?’... 
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Proclaim liberty to captives 

        

     People Need The Lord 

 
WHY DO PEOPLE NEED THE LORD?  The most common understanding is “to go 
to heaven when this life is over.”  Nobody wants to go to that ‘other place’ - that is, if 
they really think about it.  But then, nobody is really thinking about it, are they? At 
least not right now when there are so many other more ‘important things’ to worry 
about!  But that’s the point: those ‘things’ are also reasons why people need the 
Lord right now!  There is too much to face alone—we all need God’s help...today!! 

 
MAN IS IN ALL KINDS OF TROUBLE!!   He must be if the Son of God Himself had to leave 
heaven to come to his rescue.  When Jesus announced the beginning of his ministry to his “home 
church” (see Lk 4:16-21) he read from Isaiah 61:1-3 which tells us that, to ‘save us’, Jesus would 
not only proclaim “the acceptable year of the Lord” [that salvation has come] and “the day of 
vengeance of our God” [so will punishment to those who refuse to repent] but that he also came to: 
 

 
 

 

Now that is meeting a lot of needs!  And all this so that we “...might be called trees of 
righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified.”  What God wants for us is best for us - but 
most people don’t even know it.  Why?  Well, consider the following: 
 
“THREE STRIKES AND YOU’RE OUT!!”   Three reasons why people usually don’t see things God’s way: 
 

First and foremost is that sin separates us from God, like a partition or wall. Put a high enough fence 
between you and your neighbor and you can eventually ‘forget’ they are there! But what about 

the time when you need your neighbor’s help?  God tells us in Isaiah 59:1,2 that He can 
‘hear’ us and ‘help’ us but that He must ‘hide’ His face from us because of our sins.   God 
hates sin (though He still loves sinners) and that’s why 

He won’t look upon us while we are covered in that awful 
stuff.  We need to turn to him - we need the wall torn down - so we can find 
“help in time of need.” (Heb 4:16)  
 

      What makes matters worse - sin blinds sinners! (2 Cor 4:3) They 
can’t even see that wall that separates them or any of the 

other problems caused by the accumulation of evil 
through the passing of years.  They can’t even change if 
they wanted to because of their continual war with the 

flesh’ (see Rom 7:18-25)  Without the Lord people are in 
darkness, in prison, and fighting a war with themselves!!   
 

      But worst of all: a person in sin is at war with God!!  (and He 
is someone you really don’t want to pick a fight with!)   Check out these scriptures: 

  James 4:4    “...a friend of the world is an enemy of God”  
    Phil 3:18,19  “...some are enemies of the cross cause their belly is their god”  
 Col 1:21   “...you were enemies - but now He hath reconciled you...” 

And just how did Jesus do that?  He did it “...through the blood of his cross” (v.20) with “his flesh through 
death” (v. 22)  But don’t forget -  it only works if we “...continue in the faith...” (v.23 )   
 
COULD IT GET ANY WORSE THAT THIS?   Yes, it can!!  The Bible says that everybody 
who sins ‘sells’ themselves into ‘slavery’, that they become the ‘prisoners’ of Satan, bound 
to serve him (whether they know it or not - whether they want to or not.)  Jesus said, 
“Whosoever commits sin is the servant of sin” (John 8:34) but he also promised that “If the 
Son shall make you free you shall be free indeed!” (v.36)  People today deny that they are 
in bondage just like the religious leaders Jesus was speaking to did back then (v.33)  The 
fact is, we all serve either one kingdom or the other [study Rom 6:16-18]  You are either on 
God’s side or the side that is against Him - there is no middle ground!! [read Mat 12:30 & 
Luke 16:13]  But what about those who are just trying to ‘straddle the fence’?  Well, 
Revelations 3:15,16 says that God is going to ‘spit out’ all who are ‘lukewarm’! 

Preach good tidings Open prisons of the bound 

Give beauty for ashes Joy for mourning 

Praise for the spirit of heaviness 

Did you know: Some people are 
angry with God because He didn’t 
answer some prayer of theirs, even 
though they will admit their life is 
not ‘right’ with Him. This scripture 
in Isaiah explains why God has to  
‘chose’ not to answer.  However, 
sometimes God will answer a prayer 
from someone who would otherwise 
not ‘deserve’ it just so that, by 
showing His goodness, He may lead 
them to repentance (Rom 2:4) 
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  Justice For All  (or, “Help is on the way!”) 
 
Man’s predicament is not a good one. The Bible says, “There is 
none r ighteous, no not one” (Rom 3:10)  and “Al l  have sinned and 
come short of  the glory of  God” (Rom 3:23 )  Sin is  l ike snowflakes 
-  just one seems ins igni f icant,  but keep adding to i t  and soon you 
can stop al l  t raf f ic  on a major h ighway.  ‘Payday’  is coming but 
nobody is  going to want to cash their  ‘check’  (Rom 6:23)  Man 
needs a miracle and that miracle is  in a man -  Chr is t  Jesus. 

 
Once broken, God’s Law needs to be avenged. I f  not,  then God himself  
wi l l  be gui l ty of  v io lat ing His own r ighteousness.  A judge, no matter 
how compassionate he wants to be, cannot just  d ismiss a cr iminal ’s 
cr ime wi thout doing an injust ice to the laws he is  sworn to keep.  Even 
our own conscience has a sense of  ‘ just ice’ .  This is  why a concept of 
r ight and wrong is  universal ,  found in every cul ture of the wor ld!   We 
always want the ‘bad guy’  to get caught in the end, don’ t  we?  
 

Just  in case, ask any skept ic who chal lenges your fa i th,  ”Do you real ly  th ink that  you and 
Hi t ler  should spend eterni ty in the same place rather than one in heaven, the other in 
hel l? ” Just remind anyone of  the horr ible atroci t ies of  that  man, or  of  any mass murderer ,  
rapists,  chi ld abuser, etc. ,  then ask,  “Should your fate in the next  l i fe be the same as 
theirs?”   They can’ t  br ing themselves to bel ieve that because their  spir i t  knows the t ruth,  
even i f  their  mind [because of modern cul ture’s inf luence] t r ies to deny i t .   And what about 
reward for  people l ike Mother Theresa, who sacr i f iced so much to help the impover ished in 
India.   Should she get  nothing more than any common cr iminal?  Just ice, and consequent 
‘ judgment’ ,  are very much a part  of  our nature.   [Study Romans 2:11-16 about conscience!!]  

 
Yes.. . the only Answer,  just  as he said of  himself ,  “ I  am 
the way, the t ruth,  and the l i fe.  No man cometh unto the 
Father but by me.”  (John 14:6)   Only through His perfect 
l i fe could He be for  us the perfect  sacr i f ice:  to pay for  
our  s ins and buy us back [redemption  -  Gal 4:4,5] ,  sat is-
fy ing the requirements of  the Law [propit iat ion  -  1 John 
2:2 & 4:10] taking our p lace in punishment [substitut ion  

-  Isaiah 53:4-6] and thereby breaking down the wal l  that separated us from God 
[reconcil iation -  2Cor 5:18,19] With the penalty paid,  the pr isoner can be set free ! !     

 

I f  the whole th ing seems l ike a neat l i t t le gi f t  package.. .wel l . . . i t  is  a ‘g i f t ’ ,  
but  there was nothing ‘neat ’  about i t :  “Despised and rejected.. .a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with gr ief…as a lamb to the s laughter” ( Isaiah 
53:3,7)  Yet Jesus did i t  “ . . . for  the joy that  was set before him…” (Heb 12:2)   
What was that  joy?  I t  was seeing the day when you, me, and al l  
those we help to br ing to h im are transformed by his grace, 
made “new creatures in Chris t”  (2 Cor 5:17) ,  o ld th ings 
passed away, al l  th ings made  new!!   The best  i l lustrat ion 
of  Jesus’ joy is when the good shepherd found his lost 
sheep (Luke 15:3-7) and  when the father had his prodical 
son  come home (Luke 15:11-32).   The Apost le Peter  says 

that  we, too,  were l ike sheep gone astray but now  are healed by his str ipes 
and have returned to the “Shepherd” of  our “souls”  (1Peter  2:24-25)  So, now 
“wi th joy” we can “draw water out  of  the wel ls of  salvat ion“  ( Isaiah 12:3)  
That is  the invi tat ion that Jesus gives to al l  when He says,  “ I f  any man 
thirs t ,  let  h im come unto me…” (John 7:37,38) and also, “Come unto 
me al l  ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I  wi l l  g ive you 
rest . . . learn of  me.. .and ye shal l  f ind rest  for  your souls. ”  (Mat 11:28-30)   
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Helpful Hint:    Share one or both of the two stories above from Luke 15, using yourself as the ’lost’ character. 



Saving Faith 

      
Contrary to what some people th ink,  having fai th is  a very ’normal ’  
th ing.  We al l  use i t  everyday.  L ike when you came in for  th is  session.   
I ’m sure you just  sat down on your chair  wi thout f i rst  inspect ing i t  to 
see i f  someone had removed i ts screws or  sawed i ts  legs.  And i f  you 
brought a beverage wi th you i t ’s  not  l ikely that  you f i rst  had a chemist 
test  i t  for  ’ foreign substances’.   Neither d id you look under the hood 
of  your car to see i f  the motor was st i l l  there before turning the key 
and dr iving away. Fai th,  p lac ing our trust  in something or someone, is  

a matter of l i fe.   Everybody uses i t  whether they th ink about i t  or  not .  
 
But remember:  fa i th is  only as val id as the object in which i t  is  p laced!  

I  may bel ieve wi th al l  my heart  that I  can f lap my arms and f ly,  but I  wi l l  
f ind out  quickly enough that  my fa i th is  in the ‘wrong th ing’  as soon as I  step of f  a ta l l  

bui ld ing.  However,  i t ’s  not  the ‘ fa l l ’  but  the ‘ landing’ that  hur ts! !  Many people fo l low false 
bel iefs (and are happy for  now) but one day there wi l l  be a ‘ landing’ !   [Pro 14:12 and 16:25 ]  
 
 
 
The greatest  statement of  the role of  fai th in salvat ion is  in Ephesians 2:8,9 .  I t  is  God’s 
grace and God’s g i f t ,  but  He does i t  for  us because we are wi l l ing to trust  Him!  Titus 3:5 
says that  i t  is  “not by works of  r ighteousness.. .but by his mercy”  that  he saves us!   
 

“Well? Why won’t works work??”   Most people ask that quest ion 
and the answer is s imple: no matter  how hard you t ry you can never be 

good enough!!  Sorry,  I  know you’re probably try ing real  hard, but “d ig” 
a l l  you want,  a chest of  gold is  not  under al l  that  “d ir t ” .   Why cal l  i t  
d ir t?  Because the Bible te l ls  us that (compared to God) “al l  our 
r ighteousness is  as f i l thy rags”  ( Isa 64:6)  I t  goes l ike th is :  God is  
watching not just  our ‘act ’  but  our ‘at t i tude’ .   Jesus, in the Sermon 
on the Mount,  gave several  examples inc luding the almsgivers who 
only gave to be “seen of  men”  (Mat 6:1-5) to which He explains 

“ they have their  rewards”  Some of the most char i table giv ing around 
has at  i ts  roots some sel f ish motive (such as popular i ty -  consider the warning in Mat 7:20-
23!]  Another problem: even i f  you’re doing pretty good keeping most  of  the commandments, 
i t  says in James 2:10,11 that  i f  you break one, a l l  is  broken!  [A cup wi th a broken handle 
may st i l l  hold coffee but that  doesn' t  change the fact that  i t  is  st i l l  a 'broken cup' ]  
 
“Ok, so...I believe.. .is that it?”   Wel l ,  I  would f i rst  ask,  “Bel ieve what?”   Remember,  
believing that God exists is not what we are talking about [“ the devi ls also bel ieve and 
tremble ”  James 2:19,20]  I t  does not take fa i th to know  God exists [Psa 19:1-3 ;  Rom 1:16-
23] Even Jesus,  h is l i fe and death,  are a matter  of  h istor ical  record wi th overwhelming 
evidence.  What requires “ fai th” is  t rust ing that in the end He wi l l  accept us, not  for  our own 
r ighteousness, but for  the r ighteousness of Chris t  in whose hands we have placed our l ives.  
 

 •  Phil 3:9            “not mine own righteousness...but...of God by faith”   (see also v.7,8,10) 
 •  Rom 10:9,10    Why? Because “Christ is the end of the law...to every one that believeth” v.4) 
 •  I John 1:9        Consider v.6-10, how we must be honest with ourselves in order to ‘confess our sins’ 
  but then afterwards how the Lord will ‘continue to cleanse’ us if we ‘continue’ walking in His light. 
 

The best  statement of  t rue saving fa i th,  of one who has put  h imsel f  whol ly upon the ‘mercy 
seat’  of  God, rest ing in h is ‘b lessed assurance’ ,  is  by Paul  in  2Tim 1:12: “I know in whom I 
believe...” [Not religion – but relationship]  “and am persuaded” [My mind is made up – ‘I am committed’]  “that he is 
able” [Heb 11:6 “...must first believe that He is...(God Almighty”] “to keep that which I have committed unto 
him”  [Heb 7:25 “...to the uttermost...”]  Having “saving fa i th”  is not  just  that  you bel ieve in God, but 
that  you know God bel ieves in you, that  He wants you, loves you, and plans to keep you.  

 

“Grace is getting that which we don’t deserve  -  Mercy is not getting what we do deserve” 
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JESUS ONE-ON-ONE 
 

Al though Jesus d id spend much of  h is  t ime address ing crowds there were occas ions when he 
took t ime-out  to speak to ind iv iduals ,  address ing the i r  personal  needs,  meet ing them where 
they are,  and br ing ing the Gospel  in to  the i r  l i fe  s i tuat ions.  Jesus d id not  wai t  for  people  to  
come to h im -  he put  h imsel f  in to  the i r  path,  making h is  oppor tun i t ies .   Th is  is  the goal  o f  
scr iptures such as Luke 14:23 ( “ . . .go in to the h ighways and hedges” )  and Acts  1 :8 ( “ . . .be  
w i tnesses. . .unto the ut termost  par t ” ) .   Those who need Jesus are everywhere ,  you won’ t  
have far  to go! !   Consider  these examples of  Jesus min is ter ing “one-on-one”  f rom the 
Gospel  of  John and see how you can apply the i r  lessons to your  wi tness ing ef for ts :  
 

“A Guy In A Garden”   [ John  3 ]    
  

   ▪  Go to  where  they are (somet imes r isky. . . th is  garden was a p lace th ieves f requented)  
 

   ▪  Know who  they are (Nicodemus was a member  o f  the Sanhedr in ,  a rabbi  and a scholar )  
 

   ▪  Sow what  they need ( th is  t ime s t ra ight  to  the Gospel ,  John 3:16 ,  but  wi th  o thers  use 
wisdom and a lways the leading of  the Holy Spi r i t .   [Your  test imony wi l l  not  change l ives but  i t  
wi l l  encourage them.  Te l l  them that  they need to  be and can be changed. ]   

 
 
 

“The Woman At The Well” [ John  4 ]  
 

Though hungry and weary,  Jesus was s t i l l  ready to  min is ter  to th is  woman of  a  d i f ferent  race,  
cu l ture,  and soc ia l  s tanding.   He began wi th  a  c i rcumstance they both shared in  common 
(needing a dr ink of  water) .  But  he gu ided her  to  look inward  at  the more impor tant  need 
in  her  l i fe .   People want  someone wi th  whom they can bear  the i r  sou l ,  who is  wi l l ing  
to  he lp them to ’bear  the i r  burdens ’ .  Condemnat ion of  the i r  past  wi l l  no t  win  the i r  
t rus t  in the present  nor  he lp  to  change the i r  fu ture.   Love l ike Chr is t  -  forg ive and forget !  
 
 
 
“People By The Pool”  [ John  5 ]                                   “A Lady Who Was Lost”   [ John  8 ]  

 

Th is  was a good example of  “ th ink 
before you speak” !  (Jesus wrote  in 
the sand -  maybe to  c lear  h is  own 
thoughts ,  maybe to le t  them c lear  
the i rs)  Saying to ourselves,  “ I f  not  
for  God’s  grace there go I ”  wi l l  he lp   
keep us f rom being judgmenta l .  

 

“The Man Blind From Birth”   [ John  9 ]     

 
 

“Having Patience With The Pilates”   [ John 18 ]  
 

Everyone deserves a chance (even our  “worst  enemies”  . . .see Mat  5 :44 and Rom 12:20,21)   
Of ten the t reatment  we rece ive is  rea l ly the i r  at tempt  to get  a t  the ‘Jesus ’  in  us! (Read John 
15:18 wi th  Mat   5 :11,12)   Darkness hates l ight  -  to  them we’ re  jus t  “ too br ight ” !   Even though 
Pi la te was sarcast ic  and conf rontat ional  Jesus ca lmly exp la ined who he was and why he was 
here (v .33-37) .   Read 19:8-16.   P i la te  came under  conv ic t ion unt i l  the crowd changed h is  
mind.   Do not  let  the opin ion of  o thers  or  a concern about  other  th ings d isrupt  or  d is t ract .  
Keep the focus on Jesus and s tay on course!  Most  of  a l l ,  remember that  the best  way do 

deal  wi th  an “enemy”  is  to  make h im a “brother ”  in  Chr is t .   
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Give respect to their ‘religious questions’ even if it is just a guise or ruse - they may have read but not understood! 

‘Beating around the bush will only knock off the leaves’ - Get to the heart, speak with enthusiasm & conviction 

This  man’s  greatest  need was that  he was 
lost  [d idn ’ t  know the Mess iah]  but  Jesus 
a l lowed h im to te l l  h is  s tory f i rs t .  Then 
he met  the man’s  phys ica l  need so that  
i t  would open the door  to  h is  sp i r i tua l  one.  
A lso,  don’ t  get  too busy at  the “ feast ”  to 
take t ime to he lp  the “ least ” ! !  

  Biblical repentance means “go and sin no more” (Jn 8:11) Just being ‘sorry’ isn’t enough - change your lifestyle! 

Once again,  f i rs t  th ings f i rs t :  Jesus met  
the man’s  phys ica l  need before he could 
“see”  h is  sp i r i tua l  one.   The Lord la ter 
showed compassion by f ind ing h im af ter  
he was ‘cast  out ’ .   Empathy for  o ther  
people ’s  t roubles wi l l  win  the i r  t rust  and 
open the i r  hear ts  (see Rom 12:15)  Avoid 
the ‘b lame game’  as wel l  as “useless 
excuses”   v .1-3.  What  mat ters  is  how to  f ix  what ’s  
broken (v .6,7)  and to save a los t  sou l  (v .35-38)   

“Soothing The Sorrowful Sisters”   [ John  11 ]  
 

Jesus went  on to  Judea even though i t  
would be tak ing a r isk  (v .7-11) .  Some 
t imes i t  takes a ‘ r isk ’  to win  the lost ! !  
I t  was the Lord ’s  open d isp lay of  
emot ion that  sa id more than h is  
words (v .32-36)  Somet imes jus t  a 
look of  concern,  a gent le  touch,  a  
shared tear ,  wi l l  do the most  good 
unt i l  a ‘bet ter  t ime’  comes.   Ours is  a gospel  of  
compassion about  a  lov ing Father  in  heaven.  



 Where To Start - When To Stop 
 
Somet imes soul -winn ing is  l ike look ing for  that  one lost  sheep;  
somet imes l ike cast ing a net  whi le  f ish ing for  men ( ‘catch what  you 
can’ )  Whatever  you do,  do so because of  the Lord ’s  love and because 
of  the Lord ’s  leading.   Don’ t  force the s i tuat ion.  Trying to  “p lant  seed”  
in  ground not  “proper ly prepared”  is  poor  farming!  T iming is  
impor tant ! !  And never  forget  that  shar ing one’s  fa i th  should be a 
natura l  exper ience,  inc lud ing how we present  ourse lves and how we 
present  our  message.   So be yourse l f  (not  your  favor i te preacher ! ! )  

 

Know Before You Sow  (test the “soil”)  
 

The Parable of  the Sower (Mat  13:3-23)  te l ls  us what  happens when good seed fa l ls  on bad ground.   
For  our  appl icat ion,  le t ’s  jus t  say we’ re  ta lk ing about  someone you want  to  share Jesus wi th  but  that  
they have “al ready heard a l l  th is  before . ”   Maybe they d id  [maybe they d id  not ]  -  but  that  jus t  means 
you have to s tar t  where they are !  Cons ider  the three condi t ions Jesus descr ibes in th is  parab le :  
 

  ●   Seed by the ways ide [did not  understand ]  -  Never  assume a c lear  message was “de l ivered”  
  ●   Seed upon a rock  [did not  have t ime to grow ]  -  Never assume they were “d isc ip led”  
  ●   Seed among the thorns [did not  escape the wor ld ]  -  Never  assume they weren’ t  “deceived”  
 
 

Remember  the ru le :  start  where they are .   Jesus got  one of  His  out  of  a  t ree,  went  
home wi th  h im,  met  h is  f r iends,  had d inner  wi th  h im,  and gent ly led h im in to a brand 
new l i fe ! !   Some He met  at  work a long the shore,  some co l lec t ing taxes,  o thers  jus t  
a long the way -  but  never  d id Jesus miss an oppor tun i ty when i t  presented i tse l f .   
A lways have Chr is t  on your  mind and h is  message in  your  mouth! !  [see 1Pe 3:15]  
 
Don’t Get ‘Hooked’ In The Book  
 

Now th is  may seem cont rad ic tory to  Romans10:17  which says,  “Fa i th cometh by hear ing,  and hear ing 
by the word of  God”  but  you wi l l  need more than jus t  a  few of  your  favor i te memory 

verses to  have a meaningfu l  conversat ion  wi th  someone about  your  fa i th .   Your  words 
(your  own s tory)  accompanied wi th  a  s incere tone of  vo ice,  a  pat ient  manner ,  even a 
touch or  hug at  the r ight  moment ,  can make a l l  the d i f ference [we are soc ia l  be ings in 
need of  human contact ]  Don’ t  jus t  read scr iptures,  read the i r  faces [do they 
understand,  do they agree,  are you h i t t ing home?]   Let  them ask quest ions,  le t  them 
chal lenge you -  i f  you don’ t  have an answer  te l l  them so!   Wr i te down the “ tough”  

ones and say you’ l l  “get  back to them” (you’ l l  learn someth ing new and they’ l l  bet ter  
respect  you. )  Remember ,  you ’ re  not  the ‘ invest igat ing of f icer ’ ,  jus t  a wi tness at  the scene.  By a l l  
means:  avoid the temptat ion to show off  what  you know!!  You may win the arguments but  loose 
the souls .   In  Proverbs i t  says that  a  lo t  o f  words can mean a lot  of  t rouble  [10:19 ,  18:13 ,  and 29:11]  
 
 
 
K. I. S. S.   (“Keep It Salvation, Saints”!!) 
 

Remember the example that  Jesus gave us in  h is  conversat ion wi th  Nicodemus.   Stay on the cent ra l  
message:  God sent  h is  Son so that  we may l ive wi th  Him forever !   Apost le  Paul  sa id ,  “ I  determined 
not  to  know any th ing among you,  save Jesus Chr is t ,  and h im cruc i f ied. ”  (1Cor  2:2)   Why?  Because 
the “gospel  o f  Chr is t . . . is  the power of  God unto sa lvat ion ”  (Rom 1:16 )   And don’ t  t ry to  do the Holy 
Spi r i t ’s  job for  h im.   I t  is  h is respons ib i l i ty  to  conv ic t  the wor ld  o f  s in -  not  yours ! !  (John 16:8-11)  
 

So...when do you ‘stop’?   (When they hear the ‘knock’!! )  
 

Jesus sa id  in  Revelat ions 3:20  that  he wi l l  be at  the door  o f  the i r  hear t  knock ing.  Show 
them the verse -  ask them to open the door  and inv i te  h im in .  You wi l l  know when 

they’ve heard the ‘knock ’  because you’ve been s tudying them, you’ve been praying 
for  them.  Te l l  them to  “bel ieve wi th  the i r  hear t ”  and “confess wi th  the i r  mouth”  (Rom 
10:9,10 ) ,  that  a l l  God is  ask ing them to  do is  to turn ( “ repent ”  -  Ac 3:19)  f rom the i r  
o ld  l i fe  and accept  His  new one (2 Cor 5:17 )   Just  fee l ing bad about  the i r  s ins is  not  
enough,  they must  forsake them (2 Cor  7:10)   Te l l  them to just  be s incere and that  

the Lord promised that ,  i f  they “seek”  Him wi th  “a l l  the i r  hear t ” ,  He wi l l  be “ found”  (Jer  29:12,13)  
 

Pray, pray, or pray!  Pray wi th them i f  they are ready.  A great  ‘sinners prayer ’  is  Psa 51:1-4 ,  
10-12 ( I ’ve read i t  to  hundreds over  the years . )   I f  they say they’ re  not  “ ready yet ”  ask them i f  you can 
s t i l l  p ray for  them [and make i t  a good  one! ! ]   I f  they just  walk  away -  pray anyway ( loud but  lov ing ly !)   
Encourage new bel ievers  wi th  1John 1:  7  &  3:1-3 ;  James 1:12 ;  Psalms 23  . . .and keep in touch! !  
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People have heard enough preaching.  This time give them something they will believe ... your story! 



 Excuses That Last A Lifetime*  
       (* They’re only good until this life is over, then comes judgment day!) 
 

Jesus has heard them al l :  good sounding ones and some pret ty lame 
ones,  too ( l ike  these three guys f rom Luke 14:16-24. . .see a lso Luke 

9:57-62)   Most  people are “ r ight ”  in  the i r  own eyes but  God knows a l l  
hear ts ,  mot ives,  and secrets .  That ’s  why excuses wi l l  not  work when th is  l i fe  is  
over ! !  T ruth is ,  many people just  love darkness ra ther  than l ight  [ read John 3:14-
21]   But  not  everyone! !   There are those who are rea l ly seek ing answers.  You 
need to assume the best  about  everyone and the ob ject ions they may ra ise  
(because,  un l ike Jesus,  you don’ t  know what ’s  in  every hear t  -  John 2:25) .  I ’ve  
d iv ided many of  the common arguments (or  “excuses”)  that  people ra ise in to four    
groups -  some are s incere,  some are not .   

 

Excuses of Denial:  A lmost  a lways ins incere,  usual ly jus t  “ in te l lec tua l  musc le- f lex ing”  ( the 
k ind of  f r ivo lous th ings that  Paul  warned T imothy and T i tus about  -  1T im 1:4 & 6:4-5 ;  2T im 2:23 & 
T i tus 3:8)  intended to  throw you a “curve ba l l ”  or  to f rust rate you.  
 
• “How do we know we even exist?”  A phi losopher  once sa id ,  “ I  th ink –  therefore I  am.”   Poke     

them wi th  your  f inger  and ask,  “Did you fee l  that?  I  d id,  too ! That  answers that  quest ion ! ! ”  
 

●   “How do you know God exists?”   How do they know He doesn’ t?  For  someone to  say that  they 
‘know’  God doesn’ t  ex is t  they would have to  be a ‘god’  themselves,  knowing a l l  that  cou ld  be 
known in  the whole un iverse.   Remember Psa 19:1-3 & Rom 1:20.   One has to  work hard not  to  
be l ieve God is  there.  Most  fo lks  are rea l ly say ing,  “ I f  He’s  out  there,  He doesn’ t  care (espec ia l l y 
not  about  me.) ”   A common compla in t  is ,  “ I f  there is  a  God then why does he le t  so many ch i ldren 
suf fer  in  th is  wor ld?”   One rep ly is  to  ask them, “ I f  you were God what  would you do about  i t?”   
The on ly so lu t ion to  ending a l l  suf fer ing,  a l l  c r ime,  a l l  bad behav ior  and i ts  consequences,  is  to 
take away a l l  ‘ cho ice ’ .   I t  was r isky to  g ive mankind a  f ree wi l l .   We b lew i t . . .not  God! !    

• “Al l  re l igion is just  an opiate of  the masses”   [a  quote by Kar l  Marx,  father  o f  communism]  
 The New Age idea is  that  people make up a re l ig ion to  su i t  the i r  fancy,  to  sat is fy the i r  

supers t i t ions or  to  remedy the i r  needs.   I f  so,  wouldn ’ t  Chr is t ian i ty have been more appeal ing i f  i t  
le t  everybody do anyth ing they wanted to?  Rather  than te l l  me what ’s  wrong wi th  me,  why 
doesn’ t  the Bib le  jus t  te l l  me that  everyth ing is  r ight  about  me,  and that  everybody gets  to  have a 
happy l i fe  hereaf ter?  Chr is t ian i ty  is  un ique among a l l  the wor ld ’s  re l ig ions in  that  i t  a lone 
def ines man’s  prob lem per fect ly and de l ivers  the per fect  so lut ion for  i t  –  the cross of  Jesus 
Chr is t .   Our  fa i th  is  more than re l ig ion. . . i t  is  a  re la t ionship  wi th  the Almighty ( the d i f ference 
between being just  ‘ne ighbors ’  and be ing God’s  ‘ fami ly ’ . )   I t  sat is f ies  us because i t  f i l l s  the God-
s ized vo id  in  us.   We fee l  ‘good’  because Jesus makes us ‘good’ .  

 
Excuses of Delusion:   Somet imes s incere,  but  many t imes not .  Pat ient ly work through them! 
 
• “Al l  re l ig ions lead to  the same place.”   Such a person obv ious ly doesn’ t  know much about      

major  re l ig ions such as Hinduism wi th  i ts  thousands of  Gods and Animism where even rocks and 
other  inanimate ob jects  have sp i r i t s .   Some ‘ t ru th ’  can be found in  a l l  wor ld  re l ig ions (a f ter  a l l ,  
we do have a common ancest ry in  Adam.)   I t  is  not  whatever  ‘ t ru th ’  o ther  re l ig ions may have but  
the i r  conc lus ions about  that  t ruth  that  is  wrong.   Jesus sa id ,  “ I  am the way,  the t ruth,  and the 
l i fe . . . ”  (Jn14:6 )       { i l lus t rat ion:  B l ind men and the e lephant}  

 

• “I t  doesn’t  matter  what  you bel ieve as long as you are sincere”  What  that  rea l ly means is ,     
‘There is  no god so just  make up anyth ing you want ’ .  Remember:  we s tud ied that  fa i th is                
on ly as va l id  as the ob ject  in  which  i t  is  p laced? Bel iev ing someth ing doesn’ t  make i t  t rue! 

 

●     “There are no absolutes” -or-  “That ’s your  t ruth,  I  have mine ”    (very s imi lar  to  above)   
      Ask,  “What  co lor  are my eyes? I f  I  were to  ask every person on the ear th  the same quest ion wi l l  

they g ive me the same answer? Then that  must  absolute ly be the co lor  o f  my eyes ! ”  
 

●     “I  don’ t  bel ieve in  God,  I  bel ieve in  evolut ion.”   Ask them, “Did you know that  Darwin be l ieved 
in  God? That  h is  s tud ies were in tended to  show how God ‘d id  i t ’? ”   Even most  evo lu t ion is ts  are  
s t i l l  s tuck needing a ‘god’  (whom they normal ly  re fer  to  as  ‘Mother  Nature ’  or  ‘Mother  Ear th ’ . )  
Ask,  “So you be l ieve that  noth ing le f t  a lone long enough wi l l  become someth ing?”   Did you know 
that  the chances of  evolu t ion happening,  based on a l l  o f  the genet ic  changes and spontaneous 
mutat ions that  would have been necessary,  is  a t  least  a  t r i l l ion- to-1?  But  the odds that  “ In  the 
beginn ing God created ”  are  on ly 2- to-1 (e i ther  He d id or  He d idn ’ t )   By the way,  Jesus (who l ived 
two thousand years  ago)  has a “ fami ly t ree”  that  goes s t ra ight  back to  Adam ( the f i rs t  man)   Just  
check out  h is  genealogy in  Mat thew 1 & Luke 3 (proof  the human race is  on ly 6 ,000 years o ld ! !)  
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 I just got married!! 

 I’ve bought land I haven’t seen yet 

 I have new oxen 
I need to inspect 

 



Excuses of Discouragement    Of ten s incere,  these people just  want  answers to reso lve a 
conf l ic t (s)  that  makes i t  d i f f icu l t  for  them to take the f i rs t  s tep towards Chr is t  (which they may 
otherwise be wi l l ing to  do. )  But  then,  these same excuses can a lso become convenient  ‘c ru tches ’  
for  consc iences that  never  f ind ‘ rest ’ .   Ask yourse l f ,  “What ’s  rea l ly  behind thei r  quest ion. . .what  
are they s incere ly concerned or  are they just  t ry ing to  f ind someth ing to  h ide behind?”  

 
• “But there is  so much hypocrisy in the church.”   There is  a d i f ference between people who       

are  d is i l lus ioned wi th  church and those who are d is i l lus ioned wi th  God.   What  some people are 
rea l ly  ‘ turned of f ’  about  is  o ther  Chr is t ians.   God d idn ’ t  le t  them down,  even i f  some bel ievers  
d id .   D iscuss why we worsh ip  and s tudy together  [we are imper fect  people spending our  t ime 
wi th  a  per fect  God so he can he lp  our  imper fect ions. ]  You wouldn ’ t  say that  people who go to  
A lcohol ics  Anonymous are hypocr i tes  because they are t ry ing  to  qu i t  dr ink ing and th ink that  
everyone e lse should  as wel l .   No,  they know bet ter  than most  the rea l  danger  o f  a lcohol  jus t  
as we know what  s in  can do to  one’s  l i fe .   Not  everyone s tays away f rom church for  the wrong 
reason,  jus t  as not  everyone goes to  church for  the r ight  one!  St i l l ,  you ’ l l  f ind bet ter  people  
there than in  a  s tad ium fu l l  of  the los t .   Remember :  preach Chr is t  -  not  church! 

 
• “Don’t  Christ ians have the same problems as the rest  of  us? ”    We grow through our  

d i f f icu l t ies !  James 1:2-4 says that  t r ia ls  bui ld  our  pat ience and that  pat ience makes us 
‘complete ’ .   Paul  says in  2  Cor  12:9,10 that  we are made s t ronger  and understand God’s  grace 
bet ter  by our  hardships.   The Lord promises us that  he wi l l  not  le t  us go through anyth ing that  
is  too b ig  for  us to  handle and that  He wi l l  be wi th  us a l l  the way – I  Cor 10:13   (a lso Heb 13:5  
wi th  Mat  28:20. )   Our  conf idence comes f rom th is  promise:   Rom 8:28 

 
• “I  have so many things I  want  to  do f i rst”    Ask,  “Are any of  those th ings ones for  which you 

would be ashamed some day when you s tand naked before God’s  judgment  seat?  I f  not ,  then 
why do you th ink He might  not  let  you do i t  anyway?  And i f  you would be ashamed then why 
do i t  a t  a l l?”    D iscuss  James 4:13-17 & Luke 12:15-21 wi th  them.  The on ly assurance you  
have is  r ight  now.   Jesus sa id  ‘Don’ t  th ink about  tomorrow when you ’ve got  s in  in  your  l i fe  
today’  (Mat 6:34 )  Bes ides,  the rest  o f  your  l i fe  wi l l  be much more wonder fu l  wi th  Jesus in i t !  

 
Excuses of Despair      Near ly a lways s incere,  these quest ions usual ly come af ter  you have 
poured your  hear t  out ,  present ing to  them the unarguable Gospel .   These are a ‘ las t  resor t ’  -  the 
one th ing hold ing them back.   Th is  is  where  you get  c lose and personal .   Be l ieve they want  what  
you have and that  the Holy Spi r i t  has a l ready shown them that  He wants  them,  too ! Let  the 
scr iptures speak -  have the person read the passages for  themselves.  
 

●   “I t  would be too di f f icul t  for  me to l ive the Christ ian l i fe”  
Phi l  4:13,19    “ I  can do a l l  th ings. . .my God shal l  supply a l l  your  needs. . . ”  
Rom 8:31,32  “ . . .spared not  own son. . .wi th  h im f ree ly g ive your  a l l . . . ”  
Heb 4:15,16   “ . . .we have a h igh pr iest . . .come bold ly to  throne of  grace. . . ”  
Psa 46:1         “God is  our  refuge and s t rength. . .he lp in  t rouble . ”  
Heb 7:25         “ . . .Ab le to  save to the u t termost . . .makes in tercess ion for  them.”  
Jude 24,25      “Now unto h im that  is  ab le  to keep you f rom fa l l ing. . . ”  

 
●   “I  t r ied once and fai led.   Now God would never want me again.”  

    John 6:37        “A l l  the father  g ives. . . I  wi l l  in  no wise cast  out ”  
          :44        “No man can come to  me except  the Father . . .draw h im. . . ”  
 

     Share the s tory o f  Peter ’s  backs l id ing and recovery (Lk 5:1-11)  and how Jesus knew he would  
do i t  aga in  (Lk 22:31-34) .   But  Peter  was now more usefu l  than ever  because he knew bet ter  
than anyone what  the grace of  God could do.  So,  Jesus puts  h im back to  work  (John 21:15-17)  

 
●   “I  have sinned too much and God wouldn’t  want me” 

    2 Pe 3:9          “Not  wi l l ing that  any should per ish. . . ”  
    Rom 10:13       “Whosoever  shal l  ca l l . . .sha l l  be saved. ”  
 

If God didn’t want them He wouldn’t ‘call’ them.  If someone is concerned that they may have sinned the 
“unpardonable sin” - they haven’t!  Those who have would never care again.  The fact that the Holy Spirit 
is ‘convicting’ them is proof that He hasn’t given up on them. God is calling - they need to come home!! 
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A final thought:  Often it requires more than one ‘sharing’ to persuade most people of the Gospel message. 
They may want time to consider.  They may return with additional questions.  They may just want to study 
you for a while to see if you ‘live up to’ your claims.  Don’t delay!  Get out and ‘sow’. It could be that the Holy 
Spirit has already been working and they’re just waiting on you.  “Trust and Obey -  for there’s no other way” 
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